This is a major new study of the cultural foundations of the Tudor plantations in Ireland and of early English imperialism more generally. John Patrick Montaño traces the roots of colonialism in the key relationship of cultivation and civility in Tudor England and shows the central role this played in Tudor strategies for settling, civilizing, and colonizing Ireland. The book ranges from the role of cartography, surveying, and material culture -houses, fences, fields, roads, and bridges -in manifesting the new order to the place of diet, leisure, language, and hairstyles in establishing cultural differences as a site of conflict between the Irish and the imperializing state and as a justification for the civilizing process. It shows that the ideologies and strategies of colonization which would later be applied in the New World were already apparent in the practices, material culture, and hardening attitude towards barbarous customs of the Tudor regime. Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore the connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the flows of people, ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end, the series not only offers a space for outstanding scholars working at the intersection of several disciplines to bring to wider attention the impact of their work; it also takes a leading role in reconfiguring contemporary historical and critical knowledge, of the past and of ourselves.
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In my case, the research and work necessary to complete this book has received generous support from several sources. The University of Delaware, through its General University Research Grants, regular Departmental Summer Travel Award, and a year's sabbatical has been as supportive as any scholar could expect from a university. Furthermore, the university's willingness to grant me additional leave in 2004-05 allowed me to take advantage of a Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities; the time was absolutely essential to my research, and any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this book do not necessarily reflect those of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Also, a Short-Term Fellowship from the Huntington Library in San Marino, California provided access to important rare books and manuscripts along with several months amidst the beautiful and congenial atmosphere of the Reading Rooms, spectacular grounds, and Rose Garden. To all these sources of support I wish to express my most sincere gratitude.
The opportunity to travel to archives provided by the support from these sources further places any researcher in the hands of archivists and librarians. The vast majority of these devoted people remain anonymous soldiers in the campaign, but are nonetheless essential to the successful outcome of any endeavor, and I cannot say how indebted and grateful I am to the staffs at the Huntington Library, the Bodleian Library, the Public Record Office, the British Library, several County Record Offices, Lambeth Palace Library, and the tireless staff of the Interlibrary Loan Office at the University of Delaware's Morris Library. To anyone at other libraries or archives I have omitted, my warmest thanks as well.
In addition to those who manage to keep the funding available, there are many at the University of Delaware who continue to offer support. My colleagues in the History Department serve as examples of the scholarly craft as well as teachers who regularly demonstrate their commitment to students and love of history. Their helpful comments at colloquia and other settings have contributed to various chapters in what follows, and for all of the above I offer my thanks. In particular, let me express my thanks to Professor Daniel Callahan and to Kevin Barry for their assistance with Latin and Irish. I have also been very fortunate to be welcomed by our English Department and their Renaissance Seminar, and wish to thank Professors Lois Potter -now sadly retiredKevin Kerrane, and Darlene Farabee for their comments and support. One other member of the English Department, Dorry Ross, is owed a very large thank you for making a great many words into sentences -her editorial assistance has been absolutely invaluable.
The crucial responses of colleagues and scholars are invaluable for any work, and in addition to the venues provided by the University of Delaware, the chance to present work-in-progress at seminars and conferences has done much to improve what follows. To the American Conference for Irish Studies, the Celtic Studies Association, the Fifth and Sixth Galway Conferences on Colonialism, and to Brendan Kane for so kindly including me in Connecticut's "Elizabeth and Ireland" Conference, my thanks for providing the chance to present my work and to hear the much-needed comments from a variety of scholars. Also, many thanks to Michael Watson and Gillian Dadd at Cambridge University Press (not least of all for their patience), as well as my two anonymous Readers: their incredibly thorough and detailed responses have done much to improve the work and to spare me the humiliation of some serious errors. As the manuscript approached completion, Carol Fellingham Webb's frightening attention to detail thankfully eliminated many errors and infelicities, so I thank her and Jodie Barnes for the invaluable assistance in helping me totter to the finish line. Lastly, in Galway, I had the chance to meet, among many others, Professor Patrick Wolfe, who has proved to be the sort of supportive and helpful scholar who serves as a reminder of all that is good about the world of academe, and my thanks go out to him for his time and generosity and general goodwill. In a similar vein, there are a few people who have proved loyal supporters and friends over several decades, and it would be foolish of me to think that they do not merit as much gratitude as any others. Professor Lisa Bitel has emerged as a great colleague in recent years, this despite working in a department more than three thousand miles away. Professors John Brewer and Kathleen Wilson have been onside for close to twenty-five years, and for their undying support and wonderful example I can never adequately express my emotions. With such shining examples as these two scholars and people it is impossible entirely to lose heart or to entertain serious doubts about the value of historians; I am so very proud to call them my friends.
In the end, all the professional associates and associations would mean little without the continuing support of friends and family. In California, my ever-growing family continues to prove a much-needed contrast to the distant and dusty world of Tudor Ireland, libraries, and the archives: their good humor is crucial to one's sense of reality. My old friends there -the Silbaughs, Varelas, Trejos, Cabezas, and Kovachs -remain essential to any narrative of my life. In Philadelphia, Mark Hannigan, Tezh Modarressi, Karen McLaughlin, and Dennis Dougherty are key elements of my continuing sanity, while on the domestic front Courtney Custer and her Kitty make day-to-day existence oh so pleasant. In England and Ireland, my heartfelt thanks to Christiana Kulukundis for such a wonderful base in Putney for my work at the British Library and Kew; to Rosaleen Mulji, Kabir and Joanna Mulji along with Sangita and Nick Kulukundis similar thanks for their unwavering generosity, and to Sangita and Nick, thank you for the unbelievable honor of being Maya's godfather.
Finally, for Megan Reid, who has done so much to shape the person I am today and has meant so much to me for so long; for dearest Megan who has endured so many things over the past few years and who will surely come out of it in better form than before, I can only hope to offer her my love along with the support and devotion she so richly deserves.
